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Abstract:

Despite the fact that many if not most domestic wireless broadband projects in major metropolitan areas have been troubled or failed this past year, there has been laudable progress in many quarters, including meeting the real need and challenges in underserved rural markets as well as the inexorable march of technology innovation. Mark Goldstein will focus on the success (and failure) factors for wireless broadband initiatives, evolving thinking and best practices, as well as prime examples of rural promise and success including:

· Open Range Communications who has secured $268M in USDA RDUP loan guarantees to build a national WiMAX network starting with over 500 communities across 17 states these next five years

· WI-VOD Communications launched with a U.S. DHS grant funded project in Southern Arizona and a subsequent USDA grant in Superior, now rapidly expanding across rural Arizona with a large Industrial Development Authority loan package near at hand
· The many Native American telecom initiatives underway or already successful in Arizona including those of the Fort Mohave Tribe, Gila River Tribe, Hopi Tribe, Navajo Nation, Salt River-Pima, San Carlos Apache, and Tohono O’odham Nation, demonstrating government assistance and innovative partnerships and thinking at their best
All in all, these are stories of progress and success that seem rarely reported, but are most telling and crucial to the future evolution of wireless broadband where it counts the most. Finally, we will focus on the road ahead, the outlook these next five years of innovative wireless technologies, and their prospects for deployment and adoption across the American landscape.
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