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FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS COMING TO THE CAPITOL

Senator Martin and Representative Robson 

Work with Cox and Intel to Provide Free Service

PHOENIX, AZ, September 24, 2003 – Senator Dean Martin and Representative Bob Robson today announce the successful culmination of their efforts with Cox Communications and Intel Corporation to have a “proof of concept” demonstration project that will showcase the “P.O.W.E.R.” of a free wireless Internet hotspot to be located at the Arizona Legislature. 

Through the P.O.W.E.R. (Public Online Wireless Electronic Resource) Network, the Arizona Legislature is the first in the country to host wireless Internet access for the general public visiting the Arizona House of Representatives and Senate in downtown Phoenix.

The P.O.W.E.R. Network, created through a public/private collaboration with Intel Solution Services and Cox Communications, allows all visitors free wireless Internet access at the Legislature. Wireless (WiFi) connectivity via P.O.W.E.R. allows people to stay productive and connected on the go. Working without wires or phone jacks, people can access files from their laptops, do research on the Internet or collaborate instantly via webmail with team members in their home office.

“This project will really open up the legislative process to working Arizonans who cannot be out of contact with their offices or families to come to the Capitol and testify on a bill. We are empowering the average person to actively participate in their government with electronic access to the same information as legislators and a live connection to the outside world,” said Sen. Dean Martin. 

“In 2002, the Arizona Legislature received the most digital legislature award in the country by the Center for Digital Government and Government Technology magazine,” said Rep. Bob Robson.  “The P.O.W.E.R. Network is one more step in our journey to advancing governance through electronic access and participation in the legislative process.” 

Cox Communications and Intel Solution Services collaborated to engineer and install these wireless hotspots as a demonstration project. It has specific areas of coverage and availability.  The P.O.W.E.R. Network will be available to the public at the start of the next regular session January 2004. 

“We are pleased to bring our expertise in high speed Internet communication to the Capitol,” said Steve Rizley, Vice President & General Manager Cox Arizona. “This exciting public/private partnership establishes Arizona as an innovator by providing the first wireless Capitol in the nation.”

Intel Solution Services, Intel’s professional services organization works side by side with project teams to provide Intel architecture expertise for deploying open, standards-based  leading-edge solutions spanning many industries.  Mike Lischke, Worldwide Director of Practice and Solutions Management, said, “Intel Solution Services is pleased to have conducted the site survey, and architected and configured the WiFi Solution for P.O.W.E.R.  This project is a great example of applying innovative technology to provide real benefits to the community.” 

To use a wireless hotspot, your computer or PDA must have either an internal 802.11a/b wireless PC card or integrated wireless LAN capability, as available with Intel* Centrino* mobile technology.

*Intel and Centrino are trademarks of Intel Corp.

For more information about the technology and use of the “P.O.W.E.R. Network” contact:

Anrdea Katsenes, Cox Communications 623-322-7495

Jeanne Forbis, Intel Corp. 480-554-2075Technology magazine,” 


